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Report Highlights:
Barbados has implemented new mandatory labeling requirements for all prepackaged foods, including a requirement that all manufactured food products must be labeled with the "date of manufacture."  Barbados importers have reported that they are beginning to encounter difficulties in complying with the requirement when it comes to importing U.S. food products.  As this is not a requirement in the United States, many U.S. food manufactures use” best if used by" or "sell by" dates.  Given complains from its own trade, Barbados is reviewing this new requirement and accepting public comments.
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This report was prepared by the Caribbean Basin Agricultural Trade Office (CBATO) of the Foreign Agricultural Service (FAS)/U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) in Miami, Florida for U.S. exporters of domestic food and agricultural products.  While every possible care was taken in the preparation of this report, information provided may not be completely accurate either because policies have changed since its preparation, or because clear and consistent information about these policies was not available.  It is highly recommended that U.S. exporters verify the full set of import requirements with their foreign customers, who are normally best equipped to research such matters with local authorities, before any goods are shipped.  FINAL IMPORT APPROVAL OF ANY PRODUCT IS SUBJECT TO THE IMPORTING COUNTRY’S RULES AND REGULATIONS AS INTERPRETED BY BORDER OFFICIALS AT THE TIME OF PRODUCT ENTRY.

Section I.  Sector /product, Law or Regulatory Issue Affected
All manufactured food products.

Section II.  Summary of Subject or Action Being Taken
In late 2007 the Barbados National Standards Institution (BNSI) implemented new mandatory labeling requirements for all prepackaged foods, including new date marking requirements.  The exact date that the change became effective is unclear, but it had been in place on a voluntary basis since March 2004.  Barbados notified the WTO of the change on November 15, 2005.
The new BNSI regulation (BNS5: Part 2: 2004) requires the following:

QUOTE:

If not otherwise determined in an individual Barbados National Standard, the following date marking requirements shall apply, as appropriate:

(a) the “date of minimum durability” shall be declared;

(b) the “date of manufacture”  shall be declared for all manufactured foods;

(c) the “date of packaging” shall be declared for all prepackaged foods which are not the product of a manufacturing operation;

(d) the “use-by-date” shall be declared where the safety and/or quality of the food cannot be assured beyond a specified period.

These dates shall consist at least of:

(a) the day and the month for products produced for consumption within a period of not more than three months.

(b) the month and the year for products produced for consumption within a period longer than three months.

In each case, the month shall be declared using the first three letters of the word (e.g. JAN. FEB, etc.).  Where the year is declared, the complete 4-digit representation shall be used.

END QUOTE.

Section III.  Key Regulatory Agency 
Barbados National Standards Institution (BNSI)

Flodden, Culloden Road

St. Michael, Barbados
T: 1 (246) 426-3870

F: 1 (246) 436-1495

E-mail: office@bnsi.com.bb
Section IV.  Discussion of Issue
Some Barbados importers are beginning to experience difficulties in complying with the requirement when it comes to importing U.S. food products.  The specific problem being encountered with U.S. products has to do with the “date of manufacture” requirement.  As this is not a requirement in the United States, many U.S. food manufacturers use “best if used by” or “sell by” dates.  Adding to the problem is the fact that U.S. manufacturers often use a two digit format (i.e. 05/10/08 for May 10, 2008) when specifying dates on product labels.  However, this may reportedly cause some confusion among Barbadian consumers who are not used to reading dates in the same manner and could possibly interpret such date marking as October 5, 2008.

The BNSI has received complaints about the “date of manufacture” requirement from its local trade, and they are aware that such requirement may in fact confuse consumers rather than help them.   Therefore, the BNSI is reviewing the matter and is open to receiving comments.  Comments should be addressed to the attention of the BNSI Director.  
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