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7.0
Trinidad and Tobago
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                        Country Profile

	Per capita GDP:
	$9,500 (2000 est.)

	GDP growth rate:
	5.0%

	Population:
	1,169,682 (July 2001)

	Age breakdown:
	0-14 years: 24.1%

	
	15-64 years: 69%

	
	65+ years: 6.7%

	Life expectancy:
	68.27 years  (2001 est.)

	Ethnic makeup:
	African descent: 39.5%

East Indian: 40.3% Mixed: 18.4% 

Caucasians: 0.6% Chinese and other: 1.2%

	Religion:
	Roman Catholic: 29.4%, Hindu: 23.8%

Anglican: 10.9%

Muslim: 5.8%, Presbyterian: 3.4%

Other: 26.7%

	Male/female ratio:
	1.03 

	Currency:
	Trinidadian dollar (TTD)

US$1.00=TTD6.09

	Source: CIA World Factbook, 2001


7.1
Overview 
Trinidad and Tobago are the southernmost islands of the Caribbean archipelago. Geologically, the islands are an extension of South America, with Trinidad separated from Venezuela by the 7-mile straits of the Gulf of Paria.  Although the islands are relatively small with a population of less than 2 million, they form one of the most prosperous countries in the Caribbean, due largely to petroleum and natural gas production as well as food processing.

Trinidad attracts a large number of tourists each year, especially in the marina sector of Chaguaramas (Trinidad). The tourism sector in Tobago has seen substantial growth in recent years due especially to the country’s aquatic flora.

The country’s main agriculture and food imports consist of dairy products, cereals and cereal preparations, fruits, vegetables, oilseeds and miscellaneous foodstuffs. According to USDA, the major imports from the United States are grains and oilseeds.


7.1a
Demographics

Trinidad and Tobago’s population was approaching close to 1.2 million habitants in 2001, with the majority located on the main island of Trinidad. Most of the population in Trinidad resides in the capital, Port of Spain.  With its economy based on oil, gas and tourism, it enjoys one of the highest per capita incomes in the hemisphere, making imports from suppliers such as the US highly feasible. 

7.1b
Consumption

While Trinidad possess similarities with other markets in the region in terms of consumer tastes, there are distinct peculiarities as a result of the country’s diverse ethnic and cultural base that are reflected in the demand for specialized goods. For example, with a population roughly composed of 56 percent East Indians (many of whom are Muslim) and the expanding Black Muslim community, there is significant demand for suppliers of Halal meats along with their regular line of products.

Additionally, the Chaguaramas Peninsular has an additional community of yacht people, known as yachtees, representing people from all over the world docking in sheltered marinas. Members of this community prefer imported brand names that are known to them. Canned meat products tend to sell better within this group because they suit their boating lifestyle. However, once moored in the marina, these consumers look forward to regular meals and prefer deli meat cuts to canned meats.

7.2
Domestic Production and Processing

	Table 7.1: Trinidadian Meat Production (MTs)

	 
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999

	Chicken
	30,000
	26,591
	26,180
	26,200

	Pork
	1,625
	2,076
	1,878
	1,923

	Beef
	1,210
	1,069
	913
	982

	Total
	32,835
	29,736
	28,971
	29,105

	Source: FAO


 Trinidad does not possess a strong agricultural sector. Its main strength is in poultry production, being the fourth largest Caribbean producer after the Dominican Republic, Jamaica and Cuba. The local meat processing industry is also active and supplies the bulk of locally-consumed processed meat products.


7.2a
Production
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Meat production in Trinidad has decreased slightly in recent years, from nearly 33,000 MTs in 1996 to 29,000 MTs in 1999. 


•
Poultry – Poultry generally accounts for more than 90 percent of total domestic meat production. The domestic industry is well developed and has benefited from strong consumer demand from all levels, as lower- and middle-income consumers value poultry as a cheaper alternative to beef, while upper-income consumers drive demand for healthier value-added products, such as low-fat chicken and turkey-based ham and sausage.  


•
Pork – Trinidad is not a major producer of pork and relies heavily on imports to satisfy local consumption and processing needs.


•
Beef – National beef production is also low compared with poultry production.  The country is largely dependent on imports that have increased as a result of the lifting of tariffs in the last several years.


7.2b
Processing

Trinidad possesses a well-developed food processing sector, which exports a number of high quality products to neighboring markets. Processors also supply the majority of locally-consumed value-added meat products, relying heavily on imported raw materials.

Trinidad’s meat processing industry is dominated by two major companies: Albrosco and Erin Farms. There are also other, smaller processors specializing in meat patties. 


•
Albrosco – the largest meat processor in Trinidad, this company produces under the Macfoods, Santa Rosa, Yum Yum and Blue Ribbon brands. Products include sausages, hams, bolognas, and franks.


•
Erin Farms – Trinidad’s second largest meat processing company produces under the Erin Farms brand. 


•
Smaller Meat Processors – these include the companies G&M Foods, Heat N Eat, A.

DeFretitas Marketing, Vasha’s Foods, and Cook’s Mat that produce mainly meat 
patties.
7.3
Imports

Despite the presence of local processors, there is an active import market in Trinidad for processed meats. Processed beef is the strongest product category in volume terms, while processed turkey is the fastest growing. 


7.3a
Import Volumes and Values
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Trinidadian import statistics show an increase in imports of certain varieties of processed meats in recent years. The strongest category in 2000 was processed beef, with imports of 3,037 MTs valued at $5.3 million. This was an unusually high year due to a sudden jump in shipments of processed beef imports from France. 

Turkey is the fastest growing category overall within the processed meats group, with imports of 357 MTs valued at $735,159 in 2000, up from just 63 MTs valued at $195,000 in 1996. Processed pork and chicken imports were static over the period, averaging around 100 MTs per year.


7.3b
Country Suppliers

In general, US foods are associated with high quality and comprise 85 percent or more of Trinidadian value-added meat imports by volume in most categories, except for processed beef products for which France was the main supplier in 2000, followed by Brazil. Sources relate the lower US position to an on-going dispute between US and Trinidadian authorities over hormone-treated beef. 


7.3c
Import Statistics

The following tables show Trinidadian imports volumes (MTs) and values (US$000s cif) of processed meats by category and supplier:

	Table 7.2: Trinidadian Imports of Homogenized Meats

	 
 
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s

	US
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	18
	38
	
	

	Canada 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	18
	38
	
	

	Source: United Nations (UNHS Imports) 

Includes all frankfurters, hot dogs and similar products made from poultry, pork, or beef.


	Table 7.3: Trinidadian Imports of Processed Turkey

	 
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	 
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s

	US
	
	
	106
	261
	152
	297
	263
	488
	353
	723

	Canada
	20
	26
	40
	67
	36
	84
	3
	9
	3
	9

	Barbados 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3

	Total
	20
	26
	146
	328
	188
	381
	265
	497
	357
	735

	Source: United Nations (UNHS Imports)

Includes all processed turkey products except for homogenized products (such as turkey franks).


	Table 7.4: Trinidadian Imports of Other Processed Poultry (not including Turkey)

	 
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	 
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s

	US
	
	
	43
	102
	30
	58
	62
	117
	89
	234

	Canada
	
	
	24
	45
	12
	29
	2
	11
	12
	40

	Jamaica
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	8

	Other
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	2
	1
	1

	Total
	
	
	67
	147
	42
	87
	65
	130
	104
	283

	Source: United Nations (UNHS Imports)

Includes all processed chicken and non-turkey poultry products except for homogenized products (such as chicken franks).


	Table 7.5: Trinidadian Imports of Processed Pork

	 
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	 
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s

	US 
	25
	56
	58
	87
	116
	193
	66
	122
	109
	235

	Denmark
	23
	31
	29
	47
	23
	50
	17
	30
	5
	17

	Barbados
	
	
	
	
	4
	156
	1
	4
	6
	19

	Canada
	5
	5
	11
	18
	7
	14
	2
	3
	6
	3

	Other
	4
	6
	1
	26
	6
	22
	1
	3
	1
	7

	Total
	57
	97
	106
	179
	156
	294
	87
	162
	122
	281

	Source: United Nations (UNHS Imports)

Includes all processed pork products except for homogenized products (such as frankfurters).


	Table 7.6: Trinidadian Imports of Processed Beef

	 
 
	1996
	1997
	1998
	1999
	2000

	
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s
	MTs
	$US000s

	France
	
	
	32
	78
	135
	319
	231
	458
	2,117
	3,433

	Brazil
	831
	2,327
	380
	1,079
	1,339
	3,538
	852
	1,997
	802
	1,592

	US 
	27
	59
	18
	29
	31
	30
	59
	104
	50
	110

	Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	39
	84
	19
	39

	Uruguay
	86
	221
	69
	179
	18
	44
	
	
	17
	27

	Other 
	82
	220
	23
	26
	6
	18
	39
	83
	15
	56

	Total
	1,026
	2,827
	522
	1,391
	1,529
	3,949
	1,220
	2,726
	3,020
	5,257

	Source: United Nations (UNHS Imports)

Includes processed and canned beef products (corned beef, shredded beef,  etc.) except for homogenized products.


7.4
Distribution

Distribution of food products in Trinidad follows the standard importer-distributor to retailer system, with distributors frequently carrying imported brands on an exclusive basis. Products are imported both direct and through the use of Florida consolidators.


7.4a
Structure and Trends

Trinidad has a sophisticated import-distribution system and modern supermarket sector.  Large importer-distributors frequently serve as exclusive agents for international brands, and are generally able to handle a wide line of products.  Some importers add value to their services by supplying product categories besides foods such as household goods.

As in the Dominican Republic and other regional markets, Trinidadian meat processors are increasingly integrating their distribution activities in order to supply supermarkets, hotels and restaurants directly. Independent wholesalers remain the predominant supplier to small-scale retailers outside the supermarket sector.


7.4b
Importer-distributors

A list of major Trinidadian importer-distributors carrying processed meat products is provided 

below.

	Table 7.8: Trinidadian Importer-Distributors

	Hadco, Ltd

Bhagoutie Trace, San Juan, Trinidad 

Contact: Giselle Whiteman

Tel: 868-675-7428; Fax: 868-675-2641

	Wholesale distributor of food products. Sources many varieties of food products from the US direct as well as through their consolidator in Miami. Their imported brands include Hormel and Johnsonville.



	Fiedler’s Meat Products

Lot 4 Century Drive, Macoya, Trinidad

Contact: Michelle McGuirk, Purchasing Manager

Tel: 868-663-6676, Fax: 868-645-8089

	Exclusive distributor for Fiedlers Deli Products of Canada.  Fiedler’s has it own store in Trinidad and sells to supermarkets as well.



	Malabar Farms 

Carapo Village, Arima 

PO Box 1310

Port-of-Spain, Trinidad

Contact: Jean-Paul Simonet, Marketing Manager

Tel: 868-6242-6329;Fax: 868-642-7047

E-mail: tenomis@wow.net
	Supplies major supermarkets and hotels in Trinidad. Sources many varieties of food products from the US directly as well as through their broker, Cheney Bros of Miami. Exclusive distributor in Trinidad of Johnsonville, Jennie-O, Wampler, Butterball and Libby’s products.  This company also buys deli products from European suppliers. 

Interested in receiving product information from potential US suppliers, especially for specially flavored chicken and turkey products.




7.5
Retail Sales

Most Trinidadian consumers purchase their food in supermarkets, although farmers markets remain popular, particularly in rural areas.  Deli, chilled and frozen pre-packed meats are usually sold at medium to large size supermarkets or deli stores in urban areas serving wealthy Trinidadian consumers and expatriates. Offerings at smaller supermarkets are typically limited to pre-packed processed meats like salami and canned meats. 

Imported pre-packed and deli-style meats tend to be high-end items due to high tariff-induced prices and retailer mark-ups averaging 30–40 percent.  Chilled/frozen products cater to the middle class and are found at most supermarkets and retail food outlets. Canned meats are typically sold at the middle to lower-end of the market (and were described by one importer as “poor peoples’ meat”).


7.5a
Major Supermarkets

The major supermarket chains in Trinidad include Hi-Lo (17 stores), Tru-Valu (3 stores) and medium sized outlets like Xtra Foods(2 stores) and JTA (1 store). A delicatessen store, “Deli Delicious,” recently opened in the capital. There is also a Price-Smart wholesale food club, similar to Price Club or Sam’s Club membership stores in the US.

	Table 7.9:  Major Trinidadian Supermarkets

	Hi-Lo Food Stores

39 A Wrightson Road

Port of Spain

Contact: Kathy Ann Watson

Tel: 868-627-4456; Fax: 868-623-6315

	Chain of 17 supermarkets catering mainly to higher income consumers. 

Stores feature modern deli counters.   

	Tru Valu

Diamond Vale

Diego Martin 

Contact: Mrs. Birch 

Tel: 868-633-5232; Fax: 868- 622-7688

	Chain of 3 stores. 

Stores feature modern deli counters.   

	Naipaul’s Xtra Foods Supermarket

Grand Bazaar

Uriah Butler Highway

Contact: Mr. Sukdeo, Purchasing Manager

Tel: 868-662-8151;Fax: 868-645-6854

	Chain of 2 stores.

Stores feature modern deli counters.

	Deli Delicious 

Morne Coco Rd. 

Diego Martin

Contact: Mr. R Permuy, Purchasing Manager

Tel: 868-632-3354; Fax: 868-632-3354

	Newly opened delicatessen store located in upper class neighborhood catering to a mostly expatriate clientele (British and French).

Features a small but modern deli counter.





7.5b
Meat Departments

Supermarkets in Trinidad are similar in basic layout to their US equivalents, including those with deli sections such as Hi-Lo. The volume of domestic products and brands (Blue Ribbon, Mac Foods and Erin Farms) generally outnumbers imports in the deli, chilled and canned meats sections. The frozen section offers an interesting variety of newer, value-added products such as chicken and beef patties.


7.5c
Products and Prices 

Value-added meat products found at two supermarkets (Hi-Lo Food Stores and Xtra Foods) are provided in the tables below, along with brand names, countries of origin and retail prices converted to US dollars.

	Table 7.10: Products and Prices – Hi-Lo Food Store, Port of Spain

	Product
	Brand
	Origin
	Size
	Price

	Deli section

	Bologna, chicken 
	Erin Farm 
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$0.62 

	Bologna, chicken 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$0.70 

	Chicken
	Fiedlers
	Canada
	1 lb
	$1.76 

	Chicken 
	Maple Lodge
	Canada
	1 lb
	$1.64 

	Ham
	Fiedlers
	Canada
	1 lb
	$1.44 

	Ham
	MacFoods
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$1.07 

	Ham
	Erin Farm 
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$0.93 

	Ham, “Smoke House”
	Sara Lee
	USA
	1 lb
	$1.64 

	Ham, chicken, smoked
	Blue Ribbon
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$1.31 

	Ham, honey 
	Sara Lee
	USA
	1 lb
	$1.72 

	Ham, turkey
	Erin Farm
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$0.93 

	Ham, turkey 
	Jennie O
	USA
	1 lb
	$1.65 

	Ham, turkey, sliced 
	Jennie O 
	USA
	1 lb
	$2.95 

	Pastrami, turkey
	MacFoods 
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$1.85 

	Roast beef
	Bryan 
	USA
	1 lb
	$1.85 

	Roast beef
	Sara Lee
	USA
	1 lb
	$1.85 

	Salami
	Erin Farm 
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$0.93 

	Salami, beef 
	Erin Farm 
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$1.15 

	Salami, chicken 
	Erin Farm
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$1.15 

	Turkey
	Deli Perfect 
	USA
	1 lb
	$1.64 

	Turkey 
	Wampler 
	USA
	1 lb
	$0.99 

	Turkey breast 
	Sara Lee
	USA
	1 lb
	$1.64 

	Turkey breast 
	Heat N Eat 
	Trinidad
	1 lb
	$1.48 

	Canned section

	Chicken, “Tid Bits”
	Cuisine 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.41 

	Corned beef
	Cuisine 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$1.03 

	Corned beef
	Target 
	Brazil
	12 oz 
	$1.12 

	Corned beef
	Libby’s 
	USA
	12 oz 
	$1.31 

	Corned beef
	Heinz 
	Australia
	12 oz 
	$1.15 

	Corned beef
	El Toro 
	France
	12 oz 
	$0.90 

	Corned beef
	Sussex 
	Brazil
	7 oz 
	$0.90 

	Ham, chicken
	Hormel 
	USA
	6 oz 
	$2.38 

	Ham, deviled meat spread 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.61 

	Luncheon meat
	Libby’s 
	USA
	12 oz 
	$2.95 

	Luncheon meat, beef/pork
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$1.52 

	Luncheon meat, chicken 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$0.94 

	Pate, spicy
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.59 

	Potted meat 
	Libby’s 
	USA
	5 oz 
	$0.66 

	Sausage, “Tid Bits”
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.41 

	Spam 
	Hormel Foods 
	USA
	12 oz 
	$3.28 

	Spam, turkey 
	Hormel Foods 
	USA
	12 oz 
	$3.28 

	Vienna sausage
	Santa Rosa
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.51 

	Vienna sausage 
	Macfoods
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.52 

	Vienna sausage 
	Eve 
	Jamaica
	5 oz
	$0.59 

	Frozen and chilled sections

	Bacon delight 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Bacon, “Streaky”
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz
	$1.20 

	Bacon, Lean Turkey 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$3.28 

	Bacon, Smoked Turkey 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.50 

	Beef Burgers 
	Nifty 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$2.46 

	Beef Patties 
	Cuisine
	Trinidad
	6.2 oz 
	$1.89 

	Beef Patties 
	Arties’s Patties 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$2.46 

	Beef, Franks 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	16 oz 
	$1.39 

	Chicken Burger
	Vasaa
	Trinidad
	8 oz 
	$1.48 

	Chicken Burger, Jumbo 
	Heat’ N Eat 
	Trinidad
	8 oz 
	$3.78 

	Franks, chicken, long
	Jennie O 
	USA
	12 oz 
	$1.31 

	Franks, turkey
	Jennie O 
	USA
	8 oz 
	$1.31 

	Party Burgers 
	G and M Foods 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$3.12 

	Turkey, cured 
	Jennie O 
	USA
	16 oz 
	$4.96 

	Source: Fintrac store survey

Exchange rate: US $1.00 = TTD $6.60


	Table 7.11: Products and Prices – Xtra Foods Supermarket, Port of Spain*

	Product
	Brand
	Origin
	Size
	Price

	Canned section

	Corned beef
	Target 
	Brazil
	12 oz 
	$1.07 

	Corned beef
	Libby’s 
	USA
	12 oz 
	$1.15 

	Corned beef
	Lasco 
	Jamaica
	12 oz 
	$1.07 

	Corned beef
	Rainbow 
	Brazil
	12 oz 
	$0.82 

	Corned beef
	Puro  
	USA
	12 oz 
	$0.66 

	Corned beef
	Happi 
	Brazil
	12 oz 
	$0.90 

	Chicken meat, luncheon
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.90 

	Ham spread, deviled
	Blue Ribbon
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.57 

	Potted meat, ham
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.90 

	Potted meat
	Blue Ribbon
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.57 

	Pate, spicy 
	Blue Ribbon
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.57 

	Sausage, “Chicken Tidbits”
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	5 oz
	$0.57 

	Spam
	Hormel Foods 
	USA
	12 oz 
	$3.28 

	Vienna sausage
	Eve 
	Jamaica
	5 oz 
	$0.53 

	Vienna sausage
	Saara
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.53 

	Vienna sausage
	Blue Ribbon
	Trinidad
	5 oz
	$0.53 

	Vienna sausage, Halal
	Eve 
	Jamaica
	5 oz 
	$0.52 

	Chilled section

	Bacon
	Maple Leaf 
	Maple Leaf
	9 oz 
	$3.12 

	Bacon, “Delight Strips”
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Bacon, back 
	Mac Foods
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.72 

	Bacon, back 
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.63 

	Bacon, back 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.63 

	Bacon, chicken 
	Heat n Eat 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$1.80 

	Bacon, smoked 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.31 

	Bacon, streaky  
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.63 

	Bacon, streaky 
	Mac Foods
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.48 

	Bacon, turkey, extra lean
	Jennie O 
	USA
	13 oz 
	$2.95 

	Bologna, beef 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$0.92 

	Bologna, chicken 
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.49 

	Bologna, chicken 
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.49 

	Bologna, turkey
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$0.82 

	Bologna, turkey
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.92 

	Bologna, turkey 
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.82 

	Franks, “All Beef Wieners”
	Maple Leaf 
	Canada
	16 oz 
	$3.12 

	Franks, chicken 
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.39 

	Franks, chicken 
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$1.27 

	Franks, chicken, jumbo
	Heat N Eat 
	Trinidad
	12 oz
	$1.23 

	Franks, chicken, jumbo 
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	14 oz 
	$1.48 

	Franks, jumbo
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$1.48 

	Franks, jumbo, premium
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	14 oz 
	$1.56 

	Franks, turkey 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Franks, turkey 
	Jennie O
	USA
	12 oz 
	$1.23 

	Franks, turkey, Jumbo
	Jennie O 
	USA
	16 oz 
	$1.64 

	Ham, Black Forest
	Fiedler’s  
	Canada
	12 oz 
	$1.80 

	Ham, Black Forest 
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$1.56 

	Ham, cooked
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	12 oz 
	$1.15 

	Ham, turkey, smoked
	Fiedler’s 
	Canada
	4 oz 
	$1.15 

	Pastrami, beef 
	Fiedler’s 
	Canada
	5 oz 
	$1.80 

	Pastrami, turkey
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	4 oz 
	$1.31 

	Pepperoni
	Blue Ribbon
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Pepperoni, slices
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.98 

	Salami
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$0.49 

	Salami, “German”
	Fiedler’s 
	Canada
	7 oz 
	$2.13 

	Salami, beef
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Salami, beef
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Salami, beef 
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Salami, chicken
	Blue Ribbon 
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Salami, chicken
	Blue Ribbon
	Trinidad
	7 oz 
	$1.15 

	Salami, chicken
	Erin Farms 
	Trinidad
	5 oz 
	$1.15 

	Salami, pepperoni style
	Fiedler’s 
	Canada
	7 oz 
	$2.13 

	Turkey, smoked 
	Fiedler’s 
	Canada
	7.5 oz 
	$2.46 

	Turkey, smoked 
	Mac Foods 
	Trinidad
	4 oz 
	$0.92 

	Frozen section

	Beef, Patties 
	Vasha’s Patties 
	Trinidad
	8 oz 
	$3.45

	Chicken, Patties 
	Vasha’s Patties 
	Trinidad
	8 oz 
	$1.97

	Spicy Beef Burgers 
	G and M Foods 
	Trinidad 
	16 oz 
	$3.46

	Chicken burgers, spicy, Halal 
	G and M Foods 
	Trinidad 
	16 oz 
	$3.45

	Chicken Burger 
	Heat N Eat 
	Trinidad 
	16 oz 
	$3.45

	Chicken Burger
	Reggae Jammin 
	Jamaica
	16 oz 
	$3.78

	Burger, Patties (9)
	Original Grandma Burger 
	USA
	15 oz 
	$10.51

	Source: Fintrac store surveys

*No deli section in this store

Exchange rate: US $1.00 = TTD $6.60



7.5d
Products in Demand

Despite the large market share enjoyed by local meat processors, many customers believe that imported product is of superior quality. For such customers, brand names such as Sara Lee, Wampler and Jennie O would possess stronger appeal if prices were lower. 

Distributors note that Trinidadian consumers generally favor fresh meats over canned.  As a result, pure beef products such as roast beef in cans are not in strong demand, and canned poultry products were seldom in evidence at local supermarkets. The customer preference for fresh meat is based on the common preference for home cooking.  Other products in demand include Caribbean staple snacks such as beef patties and Halal certified meats for the country’s Muslim community. 

7.6
Import Regulations and Requirements

Processed meat exporters sending goods to Trinidad should note the country’s various customs and administrative requirements. 


7.6a
Customs Requirements

Commercial shipments of processed meat products to Trinidad require the following documentation:

1. Import license

2. Commercial invoice

3. Bill of lading 

4. Packing list

5. Certificate of origin

Importers are required to file declaration forms with the Customs and Excise Division of the Ministry of Finance. Either the imported item is exempted from the license requirement, or else the importer must present one. The shipment also needs to be cleared by the Ministry of Health’s Chemistry Section (Food and Drug Division), commonly known as “Food  & Drugs.”  Assuming that everything is approved, clearance normally takes 3 to 5 days for most food products, provided all documentation has been collected and submitted.


7.6b
Import Duties

The following fees are assessed against meat products entering Trinidad:


(
Tariff – the rate assessed by customs against the CIF value of the imported product, as 



per the cif value given on the commercial invoice. The current tariff rate is 20 percent 

for processed meats.


(
Value-Added Tax – Calculated at 15 percent of the product’s CIF value.

All duties are charged in Trinidadian dollars at the current rate of exchange.


7.6c
Trademark Registration

Brand name products are registered with the Intellectual Property Office of the Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs. The cost of registration is US$50.00 for the first class of goods applied for, and US$17.00 for each additional class. Trademark registration is voluntary but highly recommended.


7.6d
 Health Registration

Trinidad does not require sanitary registration of consumer-ready food products, relying instead on relatively strict enforcement of its import and labeling regulations (see below). Additional certification may be required in the case that imported products are “queried” by Food and Drugs. All certificates should be originals.


7.6e
Labeling Requirements

Food  & Drugs enforces product labeling in Trinidad. The following information is required on all food product labels, including pre-packaged meat products:


1.
Company brand

2. Product name

3. Net weight of package

4. Ingredients list

5. Manufacturer name and address

6. Declaration of added Class II, III, IV  preservatives (i.e. sodium benzoate)

7. Declaration of added food coloring or flavoring preparation

8. Expiration date 

9. Storage instructions

10. Product batch code

Another key requirement is that all products be labeled in English. Multilingual labels are acceptable as long as English is one of the languages included on the label.  In such cases, the English portion needs to appear on the main panel.  Standard US label are acceptable and are generally viewed as containing more information than required by local standards.

7.7
Summary

Trinidad is one of the wealthier countries in the Caribbean, as measured on a per capita basis, and as such maintains consistent demand for imported foods, including imported meat products from the US. These are usually available to consumers thanks to the country’s liberal trade policy. Due to proximity to the United States and the influence of US popular culture, US products are widely accepted and recognized for high quality.

Although Trinidadian supermarkets carry a wide variety of imported foods, the bulk of processed meats carried are nevertheless locally processed items. Trinidad boasts a strong internal processed meats industry, with domestic production of Vienna sausages, franks, and deli meats that compete well against US imports due mainly to the high price of imported meats vis-a-vis local brands. On the other hand, evidence points to an increase in the consumption of turkey-based meats, as many wealthier, urban consumers are developing healthier diet habits. Additionally, US foods have become more affordable for a larger percentage of Trinidadian consumers since the lowering of tariffs on processed meats, from 30 percent of cif value of the current level of 20 percent.

Other important factors include the burgeoning of the marina communities, as recreational boating, and yachting in particular, have developed into a special market niche.  The area of the Chaguaramas Peninsula has been recognized for its significant growth potential for canned and preserved meat products in particular, with the number of yacht arrival increasing from 65 yachts in 1990 to 2,590 in 1997, according to the Office of Tourism. Trinidad now boasts seven marinas and ten ports of entry. 

7.8
Surveys

The following surveys were carried out during meetings with importer-distributors and visits to local supermarkets utilizing the questionnaire forms provided in the Annex.

	Malabar Farms 

Activity: Food importer / consolidator / distributor

Address: Carapo Village, Arima, Trinidad

Contact: Jean-Paul Simonet, Marketing Manager 

Tel: 868-6242-6329; Fax: 868-642-7047 

Email: tenomis@wow.net


(
Malabar Farms is the leading meat importer in the country.  They are the exclusive Trinidadian importer-distributor for Johnsonville and Hormel meat products. They source product through Florida-based Cheney Brothers. 

(
Approximately 30 percent of its clients are in the retail sector and 70 percent in the HRI sector.

(
Consumption of deli meats is on the increase. In the past 10 years, deli counters have emerged especially in those stores serving wealthier communities.  

(
Most Trinidadian consumers prefer homemade cooking to “value-added” meals. Client preference tends toward more European-type deli meats.  Trinidadians also like foods with spices and zesty flavors. There may be a growing opportunity for specially flavored chicken and turkey products.

(
The representative showed an interest in receiving information on various deli meat products such as Cajun Chicken breast/turkey, spicy flavored poultry products, pepperoni and Virginia ham. 

	Fiedlers

Activity: Food importer / consolidator / distributor

Address: Bhagoutie Trace, San Juan, Trinidad 

Contact: Giselle Whiteman, Purchase Officer 

Tel: 868-675-7428; Fax: 868-675-2641


(
Distributor of Fiedlers Deli products (sausages and salamis) of Canada. They do not source from any other companies. Approximately 90 percent of its clientele is in the retail sector and 10 percent is HRI.

(
Product selection is guided by quality, competitive prices and client requests. This company seldom does promotion for its products.

	Deli Delicious  

Activity: Retailer (Delicatessen)

Address Morne Coco Rd, Diego Martin, Trinidad 

Contact: Mr. R Permuy
Tel: 868-632-3354; Fax: 868-632-3354


(
This is a relatively new store in Trinidad offering a small variety of popular deli meat products. Their most popular US brands are Hormel deli meat products, supplied by Malabar Farms and Butterball, supplied by Hadco, Trinidad.

(
They also purchase products from Fiedlers.  Product selection is guided by client requests, price, quality (brand name) and size (for inventory purposes). 

(
Demand for roast beef and ham deli cuts are increasing. The majority of their clients request deli meats from the US or Europe. 

(
This company usually spends a lot of money on promotional campaigns, including television, newspaper and radio ads. They seldom use point-of-sale displays. 

(
Sales of deli meats are usually higher during Christmas, Easter, school vacations and holiday weekends.

(
Consumption has changed in the past 10 years with respect to consumer attitudes, as people are buying more and prefer foreign deli meat cuts to the local brands.

	Tru Value Supermarket

Activity: Retailer 

Address: Diamond Vale, Diego Martin

Contact: Ms. Birch, Purchasing Manager 

Tel: (868) 633-5232; Fax: (868) 622-7688


(
Tru Valu is a chain of 3 supermarkets. Average store size is 25,000 square feet or more.

(
They purchase products direct from local manufacturers and importers. They maintain no particular brand preference.  Product selection is mostly guided by price and consumer preferences. The stores carry a wide variety of Trinidadian processed meat products and deli meats, as US products are relatively expensive. 

(
Deli meat sales tend to be very popular during the holiday seasons, especially during Christmas. Pork products are very popular, such as Virginia ham. 

(
Tru Valu usually actively conducts promotions through television, newspaper and radio ads.  They also run point-of-sale advertising and in-store samplings.

(
In recent years, there has been an increase in consumer preference for fresh deli meat cuts. Sales of more expensive brands with good quality are limited to a small portion of the population. There would be greater opportunities for these items if prices were equal to local products. 

	Xtra Foods Supermarket

Activity: Retailer 

Address: Grand Bazaar, Uriah Butler Highway, Trinidad, and W.I.

Contact: Ms. Birch, Purchasing Manager 

Tel: (868)-662-8151;Fax: (868)-645-6854


(
Xtra Foods is a chain of 2 stores catering mostly to East Indian shoppers.  The stores are 25,000-30,000 square feet in size.

(
Consumers enjoy both local and foreign products. Butterball products in particular have become popular among deli meat customers, including families with children.
(
Local products are sourced direct from meat processors. US products are only supplied by local importer-distributors. 

(
Promotional campaigns are carried out through television, newspaper and radio ads.  They also manage in-store promotions.

(
An increase in deli meat consumption usually occurs during Christmas season. 

(
Consumer tastes for deli meats have changed. There has been an increase in requests for a variety of different products. For example, many of their customers would like to see more Halal-certified meat products. 

	Hi Lo Food Stores 

Activity: Retailer 

Address: 39 A Wrightson Road, Port of Spain, Trinidad

Contact: Kathy Ann. Watson, Purchasing Manager

Tel: 868-627-4456; Fax: 868-623-6315


(
Hi Lo is the largest supermarket chain in Trinidad with 17 stores. Outlet size varies, with the largest stores more than 25,000 square feet in size.

(
Their customers tend to buy those brands they are familiar with. There are no US brands that stand out in particular.

(
Products are sourced direct from local processors or else importers (in the case of US meats). Client requests and price tend to influence which products to carry.

(
Promotional campaigns are carried out frequently in newspaper and radio, although the store seldom manages in-store promotions. 

(
Taste for deli meat products have changed in the past ten years, there is greater demand for both local and foreign brands. US products in particular would perform better if they had longer shelf-life. The limited shelf life of products sourced from the US creates problems.
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volume

		

		FLOW_TYPE		HS		UNITS		PARTNER		Y_1996		Y_1997		Y_1998		Y_1999		Y_2000

		IMP_QTY		160210--HOMOGENIZED PREPS OF MEAT, MEAT OFFAL OR BLOOD		W		.WORLD		0		0		1		18		0

		IMP_QTY		160210--HOMOGENIZED PREPS OF MEAT, MEAT OFFAL OR BLOOD		W		Canada		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160210--HOMOGENIZED PREPS OF MEAT, MEAT OFFAL OR BLOOD		W		United States		0		0		1		18		0

		IMP_QTY		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		W		.WORLD		0		1		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		W		Canada		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		W		Germany		0		1		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		W		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		W		United States		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		W		.WORLD		63		146		188		265		357

		IMP_QTY		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		W		Barbados		0		0		0		0		1

		IMP_QTY		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		W		Canada		20		40		36		3		3

		IMP_QTY		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		W		United States		0		106		152		263		353

		IMP_QTY		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		W		.WORLD		0		0		0		12		32

		IMP_QTY		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		W		Canada		0		0		0		0		2

		IMP_QTY		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		W		Jamaica		0		0		0		0		2

		IMP_QTY		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		W		United States		0		0		0		12		28

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		.WORLD		21		54		35		53		67

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		Barbados		0		0		0		1		0

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		Canada		0		12		6		1		6

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		China		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		France		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		Germany		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		W		United States		0		43		30		50		61

		IMP_QTY		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		W		.WORLD		36		65		115		69		88

		IMP_QTY		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		W		Canada		21		29		23		17		2

		IMP_QTY		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		W		China		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		W		Germany		0		2		2		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		W		Netherlands		0		0		1		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		W		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		W		United States		11		34		88		52		85

		IMP_QTY		160242--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, SHOULDERS ETC		W		.WORLD		0		0		0		1		4

		IMP_QTY		160242--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, SHOULDERS ETC		W		Netherlands		0		0		0		0		1

		IMP_QTY		160242--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, SHOULDERS ETC		W		United States		0		0		0		1		3

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		.WORLD		24		40		41		16		25

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		Barbados		0		0		4		0		2

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		Canada		5		11		7		2		1

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		China		2		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		Denmark		2		0		0		0		2

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		Germany		0		5		3		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		Hong Kong		0		0		0		1		0

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		Jamaica		2		1		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		Japan		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		W		United States		14		24		28		13		21

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		.WORLD		1,139		587		1,595		1,375		3,037

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Argentina		113		65		66		155		17

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Australia		0		0		0		39		19

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Belize		0		0		0		21		0

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Brazil		831		380		1,339		852		802

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Canada		3		22		5		0		5

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		China		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		France		0		32		135		231		2,117

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Germany		0		1		1		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Iceland		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		India		80		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Italy		0		0		0		0		2

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Jamaica		0		0		0		0		6

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Netherlands		0		0		0		1		0

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		United Kingdom		0		0		0		17		0

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		United States		27		18		31		59		50

		IMP_QTY		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		W		Uruguay		86		69		18		0		17

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		.WORLD		20		0		4		2		14

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		Barbados		0		0		0		0		1

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		Canada		0		0		0		1		0

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		France		0		0		0		0		5

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		Germany		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		Hong Kong		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		Japan		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		0

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		United States		3		0		3		1		8

		IMP_QTY		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		W		Uruguay		17		0		0		0		0





value

		

		FLOW_TYPE		HS		PARTNER		Y_1996		Y_1997		Y_1998		Y_1999		Y_2000

		IMP_CIF $		160210--HOMOGENIZED PREPS OF MEAT, MEAT OFFAL OR BLOOD		.WORLD		424		283		1,717		38,154		0

		IMP_CIF $		160210--HOMOGENIZED PREPS OF MEAT, MEAT OFFAL OR BLOOD		Canada		0		149		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160210--HOMOGENIZED PREPS OF MEAT, MEAT OFFAL OR BLOOD		United States		0		134		1,717		38,154		0

		IMP_CIF $		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		.WORLD		1,700		4,827		126		0		249

		IMP_CIF $		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		Canada		0		0		126		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		Germany		0		4,827		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		96

		IMP_CIF $		160220--ANIMAL LIVERS, PREPARED OR PRESERVED, NESOI		United States		0		0		0		0		153

		IMP_CIF $		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		.WORLD		194,961		328,077		381,374		497,132		735,159

		IMP_CIF $		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		Barbados		0		0		0		0		2,964

		IMP_CIF $		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		Canada		25,858		67,144		83,962		8,845		9,355

		IMP_CIF $		160231--PREPARED OR PRESERVED TURKEY MEAT, NESOI		United States		0		260,933		297,411		488,286		722,841

		IMP_CIF $		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		.WORLD		0		0		0		23,311		105,154

		IMP_CIF $		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		Canada		0		0		0		150		6,538

		IMP_CIF $		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		Jamaica		0		0		0		0		8,374

		IMP_CIF $		160232--PREPARED OR PRESERVED CHICKEN MEAT OR OFFAL, NESOI		United States		0		0		0		23,161		90,242

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		.WORLD		57,533		124,331		72,352		101,239		165,710

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		Barbados		0		0		0		1,576		0

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		Canada		0		22,522		14,652		5,513		20,428

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		China		0		0		0		72		0

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		France		0		0		0		0		460

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		Germany		0		0		0		0		920

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		35

		IMP_CIF $		160239--PREPARED ETC. POULTRY MEAT, EXCEPT TURKEY, NESOI		United States		0		101,809		57,700		94,078		143,868

		IMP_CIF $		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		.WORLD		54,712		111,989		215,922		131,877		191,907

		IMP_CIF $		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		Canada		26,564		47,213		50,369		30,446		8,041

		IMP_CIF $		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		China		0		375		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		Germany		0		8,389		8,819		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		Netherlands		0		0		5,021		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		United Kingdom		0		0		0		1,856		1,934

		IMP_CIF $		160241--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, HAMS ETC		United States		14,183		56,012		151,713		99,576		181,932

		IMP_CIF $		160242--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, SHOULDERS ETC		.WORLD		0		0		0		1,676		13,571

		IMP_CIF $		160242--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, SHOULDERS ETC		Netherlands		0		0		0		0		4,806

		IMP_CIF $		160242--PREPARED OR PRESERVED SWINE NESOI, SHOULDERS ETC		United States		0		0		0		1,676		8,765

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		.WORLD		56,644		66,587		78,213		24,932		54,570

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		Barbados		0		0		15,516		525		3,066

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		Canada		5,202		17,851		13,614		2,768		3,047

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		China		1,008		0		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		Denmark		4,301		0		0		0		4,290

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		Germany		0		14,875		7,380		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		Hong Kong		0		0		52		360		0

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		Jamaica		4,580		2,661		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		Japan		0		28		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		United Kingdom		0		99		452		323		10

		IMP_CIF $		160249--PREPARED ETC. SWINE MEAT, OFFAL, ETC. NESOI		United States		41,343		31,073		41,200		20,955		44,158

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		.WORLD		3,209,042		1,601,405		4,236,460		3,130,847		5,295,242

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Argentina		381,833		209,019		288,183		404,595		38,233

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Australia		0		0		0		83,979		38,520

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Belize		0		0		0		40,967		0

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Brazil		2,327,155		1,079,367		3,537,952		1,997,074		1,592,023

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Canada		4,090		24,118		15,592		200		11,730

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		China		0		0		0		39		0

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		France		0		77,856		319,124		457,642		3,433,728

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Germany		0		2,305		2,077		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Iceland		0		0		0		0		185

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		India		215,856		0		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Italy		0		0		0		0		24,839

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Jamaica		0		0		0		105		19,011

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Netherlands		0		0		0		1,031		482

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		United Kingdom		0		0		0		41,024		0

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		United States		59,319		29,314		29,986		104,189		109,813

		IMP_CIF $		160250--PREPARED OR PRESERVED BOVINE MEAT ETC. NESOI		Uruguay		220,776		179,426		43,545		0		26,679

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		.WORLD		54,062		123		5,301		2,598		27,290

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		Barbados		0		0		0		0		3,225

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		Canada		64		0		161		908		161

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		France		0		0		0		0		7,860

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		Germany		0		0		1,549		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		Hong Kong		0		0		0		280		0

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		Japan		77		0		0		0		0

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		United Kingdom		0		0		0		0		1,074

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		United States		2,425		123		3,591		1,410		14,970

		IMP_CIF $		160290--ANML MEAT NESOI BLOOD PREPS OF ANY ANML, PREP/PRES		Uruguay		51,397		0		0		0		0
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				Trinidadian Imports of Value-Added Meats

				HS 160210 - Homogenized preparations of meat, meat offal, or blood

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US								134		1		1,717		18		38,154

				Canada								149

				Total								283		1		1,717		18		38,154

				HS 160220 - Animal livers, prepared or preserved

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				Canada												126

				Germany						1		4,827

				UK																				96

				US																				153

				Total						1		4,827				126								249

				HS 160231 - Turkey meat, prepared or preserved

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US						106		260,933		152		297,411		263		488,286		353		722,841

				Canada		20		25,858		40		67,144		36		83,962		3		8,845		3		9,355

				Barbados																		1		2,964

				Total		63		194,961		146		328,077		188		381,374		265		497,132		357		735,159

				HS 160232 - Chicken meat or offal, prepared or preserved

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US														12		23,161		28		90,242

				Canada																150		2		6,538

				Jamaica																		2		8,374

				Total														12		23,311		32		105,154

				HS 160239 - Other poultry meat, prepared or preserved, except turkey

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US						43		101,809		30		57,700		50		94,078		61		143,868

				Canada						12		22,522		6		14,652		1		5,513		6		20,428

				Germany																				920

				France																				460

				UK																				35

				Barbados														1		1,576

				China																72

				Total		21		57,533		54		124,331		35		72,352		53		101,239		67		165,710

				HS 160241 - Swine meat, prepared or preserved including hams

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US		11		14,183		34		56,012		88		151,713		52		99,576		85		181,932

				Canada		21		26,564		29		47,213		23		50,369		17		30,446		2		8,041

				UK																1,856				1,934

				China								375

				Germany						2		8,389		2		8,819

				Netherlands										1		5,021

				Total		36		54,712		65		111,989		115		215,922		69		131,877		88		191,907

				HS 160242 - Swine meat, prepared or preserved including shoulders

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US														1		1,676		3		8,765

				Netherlands																		1		4,806

				Total														1		1,676		4		13,571

				HS 160249 - Other swine meat, prepared or preserved

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US		14		41,343		24		31,073		28		41,200		13		20,955		21		44,158

				Denmark		2		4,301														2		4,290

				Barbados										4		15,516				525		2		3,066

				Canada		5		5,202		11		17,851		7		13,614		2		2,768		1		3,047

				UK								99				452				323				10

				Hong Kong												52		1		360

				Germany						5		14,875		3		7,380

				Jamaica		2		4,580		1		2,661

				China		2		1,008

				Japan								28

				Total		24		56,644		40		66,587		41		78,213		16		24,932		25		54,570

				HS 160250 - Bovine meat, prepared or preserved

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				France						32		77,856		135		319,124		231		457,642		2,117		3,433,728

				Brazil		831		2,327,155		380		1,079,367		1,339		3,537,952		852		1,997,074		802		1,592,023

				US		27		59,319		18		29,314		31		29,986		59		104,189		50		109,813

				Australia														39		83,979		19		38,520

				Argentina		113		381,833		65		209,019		66		288,183		155		404,595		17		38,233

				Uruguay		86		220,776		69		179,426		18		43,545						17		26,679

				Italy																		2		24,839

				Jamaica																105		6		19,011

				Canada		3		4,090		22		24,118		5		15,592				200		5		11,730

				Netherlands														1		1,031				482

				Iceland																				185

				Belize														21		40,967

				UK														17		41,024

				Germany						1		2,305		1		2,077

				India		80		215,856

				China																39

				Total		1,139		3,209,042		587		1,601,405		1,595		4,236,460		1,375		3,130,847		3,037		5,295,242

				HS 160290 - Other animal meat not elsewhere specified, prepared or preserved

						1996				1997				1998				1999				2000

						MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$		MTs		US$

				US		3		2,425				123		3		3,591		1		1,410		8		14,970

				France																		5		7,860

				Barbados																		1		3,225

				UK																				1,074

				Canada				64								161		1		908				161

				Hong Kong																280

				Germany												1,549

				Uruguay		17		51,397

				Japan				77

				Total		20		54,062				123		4		5,301		2		2,598		14		27,290

				Source: United Nations (UNHS Imports)





combined (2)

		

				Trinidadian Imports of Value-Added Meats

				HS 160210 - Homogenized preparations of meat, meat offal, or blood

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

						MTs		MTs		MTs		MTs		MTs

				Other		417		288		307		490		2213

				US		55		225		333		469		609

				Brazil		831		380		1,339		852		802

				Argentina		113		65		66		155		17

				Australia								39		19

				Barbados										1

				Barbados								1

				Barbados						4				2

				Barbados										1

				Belize								21

				China

				China

				China		2

				China

				Denmark		2								2

				France

				France				32		135		231		2,117

				France										5

				Germany				1

				Germany

				Germany				2		2

				Germany				5		3

				Germany				1		1

				Germany

				Hong Kong								1

				Hong Kong

				Iceland

				India		80

				Italy										2

				Jamaica										2

				Jamaica		2		1

				Jamaica										6

				Japan

				Japan

				Netherlands						1

				Netherlands										1

				Netherlands								1

				UK

				UK

				UK

				UK

				UK								17

				UK

				Uruguay		86		69		18				17

				Uruguay		17

				US						1		18

				US

				US				106		152		263		353

				US								12		28

				US				43		30		50		61

				US		11		34		88		52		85

				US								1		3

				US		14		24		28		13		21

				US		27		18		31		59		50

				US		3				3		1		8

						55		225		333		469		609

				Total		36		65		115		69		88

				Total								1		4

				Total		24		40		41		16		25

				Total		1,139		587		1,595		1,375		3,037

				Total		20				4		2		14

				Total						1		18

				Total				1

				Total		21		54		35		53		67

				Total		63		146		188		265		357

				Total								12		32
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				Table 8.1: Jamaican Meat Production (MTs)

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

				Chicken		55,142		59,310		63,168		72,932		77,124

				Pork		6,553		6,551		6,827		6,867		6,621

				Beef		15,643		14,538		14,254		14,668		14,041

				Source: FAO

				Table 4.1: Bahamian Meat Production (MTs)

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

				Chicken		8,817		9,675		10,662		9,499		6,721

				Pork		162		162		162		175		155

				Beef		18		18		17		14		14

				Total		8,997		9,855		10,841		9,688		6,890

				Source: FAO

				Table 3.1: Dominican Meat Production (MTs)

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

				Chicken		148,692		156,256		157,662		176,739		193,529

				Pork		63,000		64,000		64,000		57,656		61,190

				Beef		80,317		79,173		79,965		82,684		87,066

				Total		292,009		299,429		301,627		317,079		341,785

				Source: FAO

				Table 5.1: Trinidadian Meat Production (MTs)

						1996		1997		1998		1999

				Chicken		30,000		26,591		26,180		26,200

				Pork		1,625		2,076		1,878		1,923

				Beef		1,210		1,069		913		982

				Total		32,835		29,736		28,971		29,105

				Source: FAO
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				Table X: Caribbean Chicken Production (MTs)

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

				Dominican Republic		148,692		156,256		157,662		176,739		193,529

				Jamaica		55,142		59,310		63,168		72,932		77,124

				Cuba		61,900		63,200		59,600		60,100		59,400

				Trinidad & Tobago		30,000		26,591		26,180		26,200		26,200

				Barbados		12,267		11,710		11,527		11,900		11,900

				Haiti		5,400		5,400		7,200		7,200		7,200

				Bahamas		8,817		9,675		10,662		9,499		6,721

				Martinique		1,046		952		865		1,091		1,050

				Guadeloupe		285		502		502		744		744

				St Lucia		624		624		660		720		720

				Grenada		480		520		600		600		600

				St Vincent/Grenadines		425		425		425		425		425

				Dominica		310		315		340		340		340

				Netherlands Antilles		380		380		380		300		300

				Antigua & Barbuda		180		192		192		192		192

				St Kitts & Nevis		162		156		156		156		156

				Montserrat		72		72		72		72		72

				Total		326,182		336,280		340,191		369,210		386,673

				Source: FAO





		

				Table X: Caribbean Pork Production (MTs)

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

				Cuba		74,400		78,300		97,800		103,360		103,132

				Dominican Republic		63,000		64,000		64,000		57,656		61,190

				Haiti		24,140		25,410		26,860		26,880		28,000

				Jamaica		6,553		6,551		6,827		6,867		6,621

				Barbados		3,895		3,990		4,370		4,370		4,370

				Trinidad & Tobago		1,625		2,076		1,878		1,923		1,923

				Martinique		1,500		1,481		1,535		1,658		1,658

				Guadeloupe		1,017		1,060		1,060		1,060		1,060

				St Lucia		712		712		712		712		712

				St Vincent/Grenadines		570		570		570		570		570

				Dominica		420		420		420		420		420

				St Kitts & Nevis		198		198		198		198		198

				Grenada		170		170		170		190		190

				Bahamas		162		162		162		175		155

				Netherlands Antilles		156		125		126		150		150

				Antigua & Barbuda		73		73		73		73		73

				Montserrat		60		60		60		60		60

				British Virgin Islands		20		20		20		20		20

				Total		178,671		185,378		206,841		206,342		210,502

				Source: FAO





		

				Table X: Caribbean Beef Production (MTs)

						1996		1997		1998		1999		2000

				Dominican Republic		80,317		79,173		79,965		82,684		87,066

				Cuba		68,400		67,600		69,400		72,650		72,750

				Haiti		28,000		28,000		30,800		31,000		40,300

				Jamaica		15,643		14,538		14,254		14,668		14,041

				Guadeloupe		3,217		3,420		3,396		3,345		3,345

				Martinique		2,572		2,288		2,360		2,287		2,300

				Trinidad & Tobago		1,210		1,069		913		982		982

				Montserrat		720		720		720		720		720

				Barbados		882		621		576		580		580

				Dominica		522		522		522		540		540

				St Lucia		501		510		528		528		528

				Antigua & Barbuda		500		500		500		500		500

				St Vincent/Grenadines		226		226		226		226		228

				British Virgin Islands		138		138		138		138		138

				Grenada		135		135		135		138		138

				St Kitts & Nevis		101		101		101		101		101

				Bahamas		18		18		17		14		14

				Netherlands Antilles		18		9		12		12		12

				Total		203,120		199,588		204,563		211,113		224,283

				Source: FAO






