2013 Microbiology Laboratory Trainings for International Government Officials
The Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA), is pleased to announce the 2013 Microbiology Laboratory Trainings for International Government Officials.  The purpose of the seminar is to familiarize international government laboratory officials with laboratory testing methods and procedures used by FSIS, USDA to assure that the nation’s meat, poultry and egg products are safe and wholesome.
The microbiology seminar is a training course for microbiology methods only.  It will be held in the FSIS Eastern Laboratory in Athens, Georgia (GA) and is scheduled for June 10-14, 2013.  The microbiology seminar will cover method equivalence issues, method validation, sampling, ISO 17025 requirements, methods for detection of Escherichia coli (E. coli) O157:H7, Listeria monocytogenes, Salmonella and Campylobacter, pulsed-field gel electrophoresis (PFGE) and multiple-locus variable number tandem repeat analysis (MLVA) sub-typing, PulseNet and VetNet overviews, and molecular serology.

This course is targeted towards laboratorians working at the level of laboratory supervisor or below.

PLEASE NOTE:  To attend the seminar, applicants MUST be government meat, poultry, and egg inspection officials and be fluent in the English language.

Applications are processed in the order they are received, as class size is limited.  Early submission of applications is encouraged.  For applicants to the Cochran Fellowship Program, please submit the separate application for the FSIS Microbiology Seminar along with your Cochran application (due February 13, 2013).
All applicants that are accepted to attend the seminar are required to reside at the designated hotel reserved for students and trainers (to be announced at a later date).  A shuttle or taxi will be available in all locations to take you to the training and return you to the hotel each day.

